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schools of England, and the great universities. In 1874,
Alexander MacDonalcl and Thomas Burt, who were miners*
representatives, were returned as Members of Parliament, but
they were elected as orthodox Liberals, and others of the spirit-
less, hermaphrodite Liberal-Labour type had been since
elected. It is to the credit of Keir Harclie that he ended all
that. In 1892 Hardie stood as an Independent Labour can-
didate in the slum division of West 1 lam, and was actually
returned in defiance of both Liberals and Tories.
MacDonald saw this happen and read the lesson aright, He
joined with Harclie in earnestly and energetically endeavour-
ing to induce the Trade Unions to stand for independent
labour representation in the House of Commons, it was thus
a great victory for Ilarclie and MacDonald when the Trade
Union Congress instructed its Parliamentary Committee to
call a conference of delegates of all the Co-operative Societies,
Trade Unions, and other working-class organizations, * to
devise ways and means for the securing of an increased number
of Labour Members in the next Parliament.* Hardio and
MacDonald drafted the fateful and historic resolution in the
offices of the Labour Leader, to be submitted to the Conference.
This momentous Conference met in the Memorial Hull
on 27 February 1900 and the Labour Party was born, A
very curious situation arose when the position of Secretary
came to be voted upon. MacDonald, although rapidly coming
into public notice, was not so well known as another James
MacDonald, a tailor, and a Red of the most incarnadine
hue, who afterwards became Secretary of the London Trades
Council It has been alleged that many delegates voted for
James Ramsay McDonald, the Liberal journalist, under the
impression that they were voting for James MacDonald, the
Socialist tailor. There was really no opposition to MacDonald
for the job ; although Kcir Hardie admits that the election of
secretary was carefully arranged, there is no doubt that Mae-
Donald was the most suitable man for the post by virtue of
his ability and enthusiasm. He was one of the non-manual
class, and manual workers are snobbish enough to support
such, a one in preference to one of their own class. Again, he
was a Scot, and the English have at times an inferiority com-
plex regarding Scots.